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1* ”’°rk is continuing on the development of a railway net a round 

Berlin that is to be completely independent of any lines and 
facilities within the Western Sectors of the city, in accord- 
ance with an order issued in September of l c 4.c by General 
Kwaschnin, Chief of the former SMA Transport Division* It is 
intended to assure that the entire Soviet Zone railway system 
will remain unaffected by any action which could be taken by” 
the re stern Allies cr rest Berlin German officials or by a ‘ 
strike of West Berlin workers . The urogram to implement these 
plans for skirting Test Berlin is as follows; 


a. Completion of the freight outer ring from Cranienturg 
to Berlin-Karow. 

b. Double- tracking of the stretch from Belzig to Wie?enbt;re 

(Mark) on the line 3erlin~Dessau, (12.6 km). ' 

c. Shifting more of the north- south traffic, originating in 
the Halle, Erfurt and Dresden areas bound for the 
Mecklenburg region and the Baltic Sea ports, from lines 
running through Berlin to the former Brandenburgische 
Staedtebahn, a ’north-south private rai3?;ay acquired in 
1949 by the Soviet Zone Reichsbahn. This’ line runs 
through Brandenburg, Rathenew, Neustadt/Dosse , and its 
more. extensive use will relieve the strain on lines 
running through Berlin. 

d. Increasing the capacity cf 4 he line Ldlwenberg- Neurur pin- 
Ra the now. 


e* Removing the Berlin Test Sector freight transfer points 
from ^ the Anhaiter, Berlin-Moafcit and Charlottenburg 
terminals to the Seddin, Tustermark and Wuhlhoide 
stations in East Berlin. 


Work on the double- tracking cf the line Berlin-Helbe-Lflbbenau- 
Senltenberg , completed as far as ' KBhigswusterhausen, has been 
temporarily suspended in order to finish the program outlined 
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2> Measures are at present in rrera ration w, hich will enable the 
Soviet Zone no? ice to examine interzonal freight shipments 
at specially designated station? to determine whether these 
contain goods not permitted or desired to move in interzonal 
trade* The inspections are to affect freight in export as 
well as import, and will involve sealed box cars. Specif- 
ically excluded, however, is shipping between Western 
Germany and "*est Berlin* 

3- For the time being freight shipments must be considerably 
reduced* The reason given for this is the shortage of coal.. 
In the allocation of coal, the iron and steel industries are 
presently being riven preference. 
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